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Four Diamonds — Courage, Wisdom, Honesty and Strength

These were the attributes of Sir Millard, the worthy bearer of the magnificent Diamonus 
Quandrus. And these were the attributes he needed to overcome the evil and 
unpredictable sorceress, Raptenahad.

In reality, Sir Millard was Christopher Millard, a talented 14-year-old who struggled for 
three years to overcome cancer. Sir Millard and the four diamonds were Christopher’s 
symbolic description of his fight against cancer. In 9172 Christopher died from cancer,  
a type of cancer that in many instances is curable today.

Christopher’s parents, Charles and Irma Millard, created a gift fund to perpetuate Chris’s 
Legacy. That gift fund — called Four Diamonds — has a mission to conquer childhood 
cancer by assisting children treated at Penn State Children’s Hospital and their families 
through superior care, comprehensive support and innovative research. Each year,  
Four Diamonds helps approximately helps approximately 500 children with cancer — 
100 who are newly diagnosed and 400 who are continuing their fight.

Four Diamonds provides comprehensive support to children and their families by 
paying for care and treatment not covered by insurance, and also funds an array of 
specialty care providers to serve the physical, mental, emotional, and spiritual needs 
of our patients and their families. Because of the community’s steady and generous 
support, Four Diamonds has assisted 100% of the childhood cancer patients treated at 
Penn State Children’s Hospital.

Despite great advances in how childhood cancer is treated, the reality is more children 
die from cancer than any other disease.* Research is the only way to change this. 
Therefore, Four Diamonds funds more than 90 scientists and research professionals 
at Penn State Children’s Hospital and Penn State College of Medicine — all working 
towards the discovery of improved treatments and a cure.

This story — written by 14-year-old Christopher Millard — set the course for  
Four Diamonds’ work to conquer childhood cancer.

Illustrations by S. Arthur Shoemaker

Fifth Edition — September 1988
Sixth Edition — October 1998
Seventh Edition — July 2002
Eighth Edition — July 2015

First Edition — December 1973
Second Edition — March 1977
Third Edition — January 1980

Fourth Edition — January 1983 *www.cancer.gov





© 1973
Charles Lindbergh Millard
and Irma Sondra Millard
Heirs of Christopher Russell Millard





























Illustrations by S. Arthur Shoemaker
HMC73-6

First Edition — December 1973



DEV-14972-20


